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Tropical %torm Helena, Octaber 25-29, 1963

Tropical Storm Melena developed on a slow moving easterly wave in
the Atlantic a short distanece sast of the lesser Antilles on
Oectober 25, 1943, A very extensive suspicious cloud mass, which
was loeated by the weather satellite Tiros VII at 15357 October 24
near 15N 55W, indicated the possible developmenmt of a tronieal
disturbance beneath it,.

At 18007 October 25, reprorts from the ship Americus Vespucel at
14,7 58.7W with a vind of 160 degrees 37 mph, ligsht eontinuous
rain and pressure 1006.6 millibars and the Liberian ship Rio Ori-
noco at 13.5M 52,.8%W with a wind of 180 degrees L% mph, moder-te
continuous rain snd pressure 1010.3 millibars showed that a tropi-
cal cyclone had formed about 120 miles east of Martimique in the
Windward Islands, Conditions at the 300~ and 200-mb levels being
favorahle for some intensification, the San Juan Weather Buresu
issued a bulletin locating and naming a tropleal depression near
15.00 §9.6¥ at & PM AT on the 25th,

Regcomnaissance alrcraft reached the area shortly thereafter and
found a tropieal storm with winds of 50 mph and eentral pressure
of 1005, millibars. The first advisory on Helena was issued by
the 3an Juan Weather Fureau at 6 FM AT plaeing the storm ahout
125 miles east of the island of Dominica moving on a course toward
the west-northwest at 12 mph. Oale warnings were issued at the
same time for the lesser Antilles morth of 5t. lucia to Antigua
and St, Xitts and a Hurricane Yateh was nlaced in effect for
Oundeloupe and Dominiea at 9 P¥ AST,

Trorieal “torm Helena intensified slightly as it movaed tavard the
island of Dominiea, however, passage across the islmnd chain
which has mountains to 5,700 feet on NDominiea and 4,900 feet on
fuadeloups, weakened the storm. Helena moved slowly west-northwest
into the Caribbean and a reconnaissanee flight during the late
aftermoon of Oetober 26 found that Helesna had degenerated into a
tropiecal depression with highest sustained windas about 35 mrh and
lowest pressmure 1006.2 millibars.



Hurricane Watch for Tuadeloupe and Dominiea was diseontinued
at 9 AM AST on the 26th and gale warnings were lowared for all
areas of display at midnight the same day.

"uring the sarly sormning of the 27th, Helena changed course
(making a loop) and moved back eastward toward “uadeloupe. Alr-
eraft recornaissance Jlscovered it had reintensified into a
tropical storm with winds of 50 wph and minimum rresrure 1002.0
millibars. The 12 Noon AST adviseory issued by the San Juan

West her Mureau raised sale warmnin-s for the Teeward Ialands from
Antigua to Tuadeloupe, Tominiea and Martinigque amd loeated the
storm about 50 miles west of Tuadeloupe moving slowly northward.

Trorieal Storm Helena moved slowly on a north te north-northeast
eourse during the next L8 hours gradually weakeming. A recon-
naissanee flight during the morning of Cctober 29 found only a
weak cireulation, !ight winds and minimwm surface prossure of
1010.0 milldibars. The last advisory issued by the “an Juan
Weather Bureau at 17 Noon AT Ogtober 29 loeated the weak eireuw-
lation near latitude 20¥ and longitude 0% and indicated that
Helena had degenerated into an area of squally wea' her with
Meghest winds about 25 mph.

Passage of Helsna acrons the Windward Islands on the =oming of
Netobar 26 eaused considerable damage to small eraft and shore
roads, and left five dead and 500 homeless, 1lh seriously imjured,
1k banana barges, ? tow boats and many fishing craft on Ouadeloupe.
atxils are not available as to casialties or damages on Dominiea
or sther islands near ‘he tragk of the stom.

The %an Jusn “Yeath-r Puresu issued 17 advisories and 10 bulletins
on Trarieal "torm Helena. Corles of the advisories and bullatine
issued by this office and a ehart of the location of the center as
given in advimories are attached,
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Tropical Storm Helena

g deaths 1l injured at Guadalupe early “unday morning, October 2{th.
500 homeless, 1l banana barges and 2 tug boats plus many fising Doals sunk or

several roads suffered important damage



